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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
WESTERN DISTRICT OF LOUISIANA 
SHREVEPORT DIVISION 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, ) CIVIL ACTION NO. 

Plaintiff ) 

) 

v. ) JUDGE 

) 

$8,000.00 IN UNITED STATES ) MAGISTRATE JUDGE 

CURRENCY, ) 

Defendant in rem. ) 

VERIFIED COMPLAINT FOR FORFEITURE 

NOW INTO COURT comes the UNITED STATES OF AMERICA (the "Government”) 
by and through the United States Attorney for the Western District of Louisiana and the 
undersigned Assistant United States Attorney, who brings this Complaint for Forfeiture in rem for 
the reasons set forth hereafter: 

JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

1. This Court has original jurisdiction over this proceeding pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 
1345 and 1355(a) as the Government is the plaintiff commencing this forfeiture action. 

2. Venue is proper before this Court pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1391(b)(2), as a 
substantial part of the events or omissions giving rise to the Government's claims occurred in the 
Western District of Louisiana. 

3. Venue is also proper before this Court pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1395(b), as the 
defendant in rem was found and seized in the Western District of Louisiana. 

DEFENDANT INREM 

4. The defendant in rem of this action consists of EIGHT THOUSAND DOLLARS 
($8,000.00) in U.S. Currency that was seized on May 31,2019 at the United States Postal Service 
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Processing and Distribution Center located 2400 Texas Avenue, Shreveport, Louisiana 71102 
(hereinafter the “Defendant Property"). 

5. The Defendant Property remains in the custody of the United States Postal 
Inspection Service. 

FACTS 

6. The U.S. Mail is often used by narcotics traffickers to transport controlled 
substances, as well as U.S. Currency derived from the distribution of controlled substances. This 
occurs because traffickers know that the U.S. Mail, particularly Express and Priority Mail, is 
considered First Class Mail and is protected against inspection without a Federal Search Warrant. 

7. On May 30, 2019, during the course of a review of inbound Express Mail parcels 
at the United States Postal Service Process and Distribution Center in Shreveport, Louisiana, Postal 
Inspectors recovered a suspicious Express Mail Parcel, #EJ039450306US (the “Parcel”). The 
Parcel was addressed as follows: 

Recipient: Esther Mae, 229 E. 122nd St., Los Angeles, California 90061. 

Sender: Nicholas Glover, 213 7th SW, Springhill, Louisiana 71075 

8. The Parcel was suspicious because its characteristics were consistent with others 
which, in the past, contained proceeds of controlled substances. 

9. Postal Inspectors determined that the sender's address was a valid delivery address 
and the sender’s name, Nicholas Glover, was associated with the address. Prior investigations by 
Postal Inspectors have identified the origin city, Springhill, Louisiana and surrounding areas, as a 
source area for narcotics and controlled substances or the proceeds of controlled substance sales, 
or money furnished or intended to be furnished in exchange for controlled substances. 
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10. The recipient’s address was also a valid delivery address; however, the recipient’s 
name, Esther Mae, could not be associated with the address. Postal Inspectors confirmed that the 
recipient’s address has received numerous packages from multiple narcotics destination areas. 

11. According to the shipping label, the Parcel was mailed on May 29, 2019 from 
Bossier City, Louisiana 71111. The zip code of mailing, 71111, was different from the zip code 
listed on the return address portion of the Express Mail label, which was 71075. Prior 
investigations have revealed that narcotics traffickers will often mail a parcel from an address that 
is different from the return address of the sender to avoid detection. 

12. The shipping label was handwritten and the ’’Signature Required” section was not 
checked. This allowed the Parcel to be delivered without the recipient or the recipient’s agent 
having to sign for the Parcel. Narcotics traffickers often waive the signature requirement to thwart 
the identification of the recipient, if the recipient’s address is being investigated by law 
enforcement. 

13. On May 30, 2019, the Parcel was exposed to a narcotic detection canine, “Sita,” at 
the Postal Inspection Service located at 2400 Texas Avenue, Shreveport, Louisiana 71102. Sita is 
handled by Deputy Canine Officer Christian Dickey with the Caddo Parish Sheriffs Office. 
Deputy Dickey and Sita received their certification through the National Police Canine Association 
and have numerous hours of training in the detection of controlled substances such as Marijuana, 
Cocaine and Methamphetamine. 

14. Sita conducted an open air examination of the Parcel. Deputy Dickey advised Postal 
Inspectors that Sita made a positive alert to the presence of a controlled substance scent from inside 


the Parcel. 
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15. On May 31, 2019, a Federal Search Warrant was obtained and executed for the 
Parcel resulting in the discovery of the Defendant Property. 

16. Upon opening the Parcel. Postal Inspectors observed a plastic grocery bag and 
miscellaneous party supplies inside of a gift bag. At the bottom of the gift bag. Postal Inspectors 
found an old dirty sock concealing $8,000 in U.S. Currency. 

17. There were no other documents, notes, or instructions included with the Defendant 
Property. Prior investigations by Postal Inspectors have shown that traffickers rarely include any 
type of instruction with the proceeds of controlled substances. Legitimate business transactions or 
personal gifts would ordinarily contain some form of note, letter, receipt, or card with cash or 
monetary instruments. 

18. The Defendant Property was seized on May 31, 2019 at the United States Postal 
Service Processing and Distribution Center located 2400 Texas Avenue, Shreveport, Louisiana 
71102. 

19. On July 18,2019, the United States Postal Service CUSPS") sent Notice of Seizure 
of Property and Initiation of Administrative Forfeiture Proceedings as required by 18 U.S.C. § 
983(a)(1)(A) to the known interested parties: Nicholas Glover. 213 7th SW, Springhill, Louisiana 
71025; and Esther Mae. 229 E. 122nd Street. Los Angeles. California 90061. 

20. Nicholas Glover (“Glover") filed a claim of ownership to the Defendant Property 
on August 5, 2019. The time has expired for any other person to file a claim to the Defendant 
Property under 18 U.S.C. § 983(a)(2)(A)-(E), and no person other than Glover has filed a claim to 
the Defendant Property as required by law in the administrative forfeiture proceeding. 
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21. Glover claimed that the Defendant Property was placed in the mail by mistake. He 
claimed to have saved the money to purchase a vehicle and was on his way to do so when he placed 
the money in the mail by error. 

22. On August 9, 2019, the USPS sent Glover a request for documentation to support 
his claim. Specifically, the USPS requested information regarding: 1) Glovers relationship to the 
recipient of the Parcel; 2) the vehicle Glover intended to purchase; 3) the packaging of the 
Defendant Property; 4) the source of the funds; and 5) actions taken by Glover to retrieve the 
Defendant Property between the date it was seized and the date he received notice of the seizure. 

23. Glover received the USPS’ request for additional information on August 12, 2019. 
To-date, Glover has not responded to this request. 

VIOLATION OF 18 U.S.C. SS 841 and 1956 

24. Pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 841(a)(1), it is unlawful for any person to knowingly or 
intentionally manufacture, distribute, dispense, or possess with intent to manufacture, distribute, 
or dispense, a controlled substance. 

25. Section 1956(a)(1) of Title 18 makes it unlawful for a person to conduct or attempt 
to conduct a financial transaction involving the proceeds of a specified unlawful activity, knowing 
that the property involved in the transaction represents the proceeds of some form of unlawful 
activity, with the intent to promote the carrying on of specified unlawful activity. 

26. 18 U.S.C. § 1956(c)(4) defines a financial transaction as a transaction which in any 
way affects interstate commerce involving one or more monetary instruments. 

27. The term transaction includes a purchase, sale, loan, pledge, gift, transfer, delivery, 
or other disposition, under 18 U.S.C. § 1956(c)(3). 
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28. Monetary instruments are defined in Section 1956(c)(5) of Title 18 as coin or 
currency of the United States. 

29. The term “specified unlawful activity” as defined in Sections 1956(c)(7) and 
1961(1) of Title 18 includes dealing in a controlled substance. 

CLAIM FOR RELIEF 

30. The Defendant Property is subject to forfeiture pursuant to 21 U.S.C. § 881(a)(6) 
because it was furnished or intended to be furnished in exchange for a controlled substance; is 
traceable to such an exchange; or was money used or intended to be used to facilitate a violation 
of Chapter 13, Subchapter I of Title 21 of the United States Code. 

31. The Defendant Property is subject to forfeiture pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 
981(a)(1)(A) because it was involved in a transaction or attempted transaction in violation of 18 
U.S.C. § 1956. 

32. The Defendant Property is subject to forfeiture pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 981 
(a)(1)(C) because it constitutes or is derived from proceeds traceable to a specified unlawful 
activity as defined by 18 U.S.C. § 1956(c)(7)(A). 

33. This action is required to be brought in the United States District Court pursuant to 
1 8 U.S.C. § 983(a)(3)(A), because Nicholas Glover tiled a claim of ownership in the administrative 
forfeiture proceeding. 

CONCLUSION AND RELIEF 

Plaintiff, the United States of America, requests that a warrant and summons be issued for 
the arrest and seizure of the Defendant Property; that due notice be given to all interested persons 
known or thought to have an interest in or right against the Defendant Property to appear and show 
cause why the forfeiture should not be decreed; that judgment be entered declaring the Defendant 
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Property be condemned and forfeited to the United States of America; that the United States of 
America be awarded costs and disbursements in this action according to law; and that the United 
States be granted such other further relief as this Court may deem just and proper. 


Respectfully submitted, 

DAVID C. JOSEPH 
United States Attorney 

s/Jerry Edwards _ 

Dated: November 1,2019 JERRY EDWARDS 

Assistant United States Attorney 
300 Fannin St., Suite 3201 
Shreveport, Louisiana 71101 
(318) 676-3600 
(Louisiana Bar No. 30242) 
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VERIFICATION 


I, JOSHUA KOCHER, state that I am a Postal Inspector with the United States Postal 
Inspection Service in the Houston Division Headquarters. I have read the foregoing Complaint 
for Forfeiture and declare under penalty of perjury that the facts contained therein are true and 


correct based upon knowledge possessed by me or upon information received from other law 
enforcement agents. 



Dated: gc-tober II , 2019 
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